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Forest cover in EU27

• 38% of land surface 
• 157 million hectares
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Forest cover by country



Provisioning 
Services

• Wood, fuel, 
fibers, clean 
water

Regulating 
services

• CLIMATE 
MITIGATION AND 
ADAPTATION, 
clean air, noise

Cultural     
services

• Recreation, 
health, spiritual, 
educational

Supporting services: BIODIVERSITY, soil, nutrients

The importance of forests



Total forest-based sector 
in Europe 2017

• 429,000 companies
• ~3.8 million employees
• EUR 170 billion Gross 

Value Added

Major socio-economic and bio-economy driver in Europe



1. IPCC report on global 
warming of 1.5°C

3. International Resource 
Panel global outlook 2019

2. IPBES global report on biodiversity 
and ecosystem services

Global context: unprecedented challenges, improved knowledge

•Urgent action needed

• Irreversibilities

•Tipping points

• Interconnected



Europe’s natural capital: state and outlook

Implementation

Gap

Many policy areas impact forests;
Forests impact many policy areas



The Forest Information System for Europe (FISE)

• Unique 

• Relevant

• Political

• Knowledge-based

• EC/EEA Partnership



Trusted data, information and analytics 

• Clear and easy to use

• Open access

• High resolution 

• Meaningful data and 

narratives



Next steps: upcoming topics

Launched 

today

New topics to be 

included



FISE informs and shapes forest-related policies



This is platform prototype 1. Coming soon to FISE:

• Further Copernicus integration

• Accumulating time series (e.g. Corine
land cover and land cover change) 

• Country data (e.g. CO2 emissions, land 
use, forest species and habitats)

• Access to data from other systems: 
BISE, WISE, CLIMATE ADAPT, etc.

• Socio-economic data from UNECE and 
Eurostat



Thank you
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https://forest.eea.europa.eu/


